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My interest in Gerrit Kollen was first sparked nearly 15 years ago. In 
fall of 1969 I was about to begin a sabbatical leave which I expected to 

abroad but found that I had to spend a good share of the year in the 
ital instead. Grounded and back in Holland, I decided to use my 
alescence looking for material which would help me guide student 

earch projects in my Local History course. At the suggestion of Dr. 
ins I 1 ookedat several 1 arge cardboard boxes whi ch had ended up in the 
lege archives that summer when the old offi·ces above the First National 

in Holl and were remodel ed. 

It soon became obvious that the materials consisted mostly of notes 
ch the late Gerrit Diekema, prominent local attorney and political 

, had kept during the many years when he served as secretary of the 
1 of Hope College--later renamed Board of Trustees. Diekema had begun 

s duties as secretary of the Council in 1893, the year in which Gerrit 
len was elected president of Hope College. As I read about the way the 
president dealt with problems facing the college and his obvious success 

n raising funds for needed buildings, increasing enrollment, enlarging the 
culty and gaining broad recognition for his school, I became interested in 
nding out more about the man. Encouraged by Dr. 8ruins and Mrs. Stryker, 

alumni secretary, I decided to try my hand at doing a brief biography of 
man myself, instead of having students work on the project. That was 

Irol)anlya mistake, for the project is still far from completion. 

At first it seemed that, with the newly discovered Diekema materials,. 
archives would have more than enough information for my purposes. But 

soon became clear that I would need more than official reports, board 
nutes and budgets to form much of a picture of the "whole man." There 

almost no personal papers, letters or even pictures in the Kollen file. 
11, I had time on my hands and going through back copies of the Holland 

News the Ottawa County Times and college publications like the Anchor, 
catalogues and other-TOcal sources gradually helped me to 

~~~~:. a fairly accurate chronological overview of Kollen's busy career 
community. Finally, correspondence and a visit with his daughter in 

lorida brought .me closer to my objective. Dr. Kollen's daughter Estelle 
.. J. Carlton Pel grim) entrusted me with five small diari!!s or notebooks 

ich her father had kept between 1895 and 1913 when he was away from 
1 and. 

These notebooks offer a good deal of insight into the way Kollen 
lated to other people and how he conducted his fundraising campaigns. In 

icular they offer glimpses of his encounters with Andrew Carnegie, Teddy 
(oose,/elt, Howa rd Ta ft, Woodrow Wi 1 son, Edward Bok and other important 

gures of his day. I h.ad promised Mrs. Pel grim that we would send her 
transcripts of the diaries and then place the originals in the Hope 

lege archives. As a result, her family became interested in the project 
when her daughter and grandson came to visit the old family home here in 

land, they discovered a trunk full of additional materials, including a 
older diary which Gerrit had started when he was still a young country 
1 teacher in Overisel, several years before he beg!!n to teach at Hope. 

The trunk also contained some forty letters written by Dr. Kollen to 
s daughter during the summer of 1913 from Europe. Kollen, who had retired 

the Hope presidency two years earlier, spent most of that summer in 
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rope, fi rst in Scot I and a s a de I ega te to the 140rl d Presl:) ,Yteri lin lljlTjili~ ill) 
then in the Netherlands as a member of the U.S. Delegation eo 
rnational Opium conference in the Hague. Conscious that he was 

rt in or witnessing events which might have great significance he wrote 
9 and detailed letters which he asked his daughter to keep for him since 
might want to use them sometime. Fortunately, she followed his 

structions. 

Or. Kallen";; career as a member of the Hope College faculty is a matter 
pub11c record and has been well described by f,ynant ,iichers in A Centurx 
Hope. I therefore decided that it might be enough for me to put into 
r hands a fairly comprehensive chronology of his entire life by way of 
Idlng the general background so that vie could devote the rest of the 
avallb1e to us this afternoon for an encounter with Gerrit Kollen as a 
country school teacher in 1870 and as an experienced man of the world 

1913. 

For the purpose of getting to know the young Kollen as he was In 
the daily entries in his diary, which runs to some 42 pages in typed 

rlption, offer an excellent source. The leather bound book apparently 
been given to him in 1868, when he graduated from Hope College but had 
been used before. At any rate, the first two pages contain something he· 

led "Miniature History up to 1870." Here he presents a brief summary of 
he must have considered the important events In his life up to that 

This is what he wrote: 

l·iilS born in 1843 on the 9th of August. In 1851, left the 
Netherlands for America. Here I lived a quiet life on the 
farm, ti 11 ing the soil ; and doing what my hands found to do 
till 1860 when in the fall of this year I left home and 
enjoyed no more the shelter of the Parental roof. I went to 
Allegan, \~here I went to school, the schools near home not 
fully satisfying me, I worked for my board •. And often it 
proved ha rd work. 

In the spring of '61 "lent home again and \'lOrked on the . 
farm. In the raIl went teaching school in Lubber's District 
in Zeeland. In the spring of '62 went to work on the farm 
again and In the fall of this year went to Holland Academy. 

In 1864 entered Hope College. In 1865 went on a tour to 
Europe. This I enjoyed extremely well. 

In 1868 graduated from College. 

In the fall of this year engaged in teacning the school of 
the 1st District of Ov.erisel. Hages $45.00. 

In the summer of 1869 went on a·visit to Kalamazoo and 
Chicago, and in the fa.llagafn tookthe same sch'ool for 
ten months. "ages $60.00 a month. 

In the summer of 1870 I paid a visit to Pella and Orange 
in Iowa, and Dakota and Nebraska. 
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I took the Overisel school for another year at $700. Ten 
months." 

For his O\m recollections this introduction may have h(lOn ,~dequate, but 
re than a hundred years 1 ater a somewhat !:lore detail ed accOurl't CJf his 
lier life may be necessary. He need to know, for example, that he was 
you~gest of fi ve chi I dren and that he had been named after h,;'5 father, 
died in 1846, Ivhen Gerrit wa's tl,o and a half years old. InlSSI his 

dowed !:lot her , then forty-ei ght years old. took her fi ve mi nor chl1dren and' 
sail for ~~erica. Gerrit must have had some interesting recollections 

f that 42-day trip from Rotterdam to Overisel, Michigan where hismot,her's 
. ly brother had settled three years earlier. Since the family left the 

herl ands on Jul y 25th Gerri t undoubtedl y cel ebrated hi s ninth birthday on 
st 9th somewhere in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Gerrit's mother, Egberdina, clearly was a strong and most unusual 
• 80rn in 1803, when Napoleon bestrode Europe and the Netherlands, she 

i ved to celebrate her one-hundredth bi rthday in 1903 on the homestead she. 
rchased more than fifty years earl ier. Over the years a .good many acres 

added to the original forty acres of cleared land and certainly she 
se.?rns to have managed the land and her family with skill and dignity. 

rrit, as he claims, may have helped to "till the soil ," but his older, 
rothers, Hendrik Jan (Henry) and Jan Gerrit (John) probably did the major 

re of the \~ork. In time Henry took over responsibility for the family 
, while John first operated a general store and later became a banker. 

Only Gerrit, the youngest, could enjoy the privilege of attending 
scnool. Just how much schooling he received during the first two or three 
years is a matter of conjecture, for there was no district school in the 
rea until later. Still, he seems to have made the most of whatever 
portunities were available to him. The short biographical sketch of 
fessor Kallen published by one of his classmates in the Anchor in 1891, 

refers to Kallen's early studies as follows: "These schoolsth-e-Professor 
. oyed hugely, and being almost invariably blessed, as he claims, with good 
teachers, he ava; 1 ed himsel f well of the opportunities afforded. Never· 
. n, yet -enjoyjng fun and a trick, he seems always to have been on good. 
terms with his teachers, so that he 'cannot bring a single claim of severity 
against anyone of them. • •• In 1860 his ambition went beyond the district 
country schoolhouse. He went to Allegan, also in Michigan, and there 
.attended for about six months the village union school." 

When he returned from Allegan, Kallen was invited to teach a district 
school in the township of Zeeland. He accepted and, in due time, made 
application for a teaching certificate. His former classmate, Herman 
Borgers, author of the Anchor article and himself a country school teacher 
at the same period, recalled that Kollen "proved a success as a teacher in 
tact and government, inclusive of subduing and winning some big unruly boys 
and gaining the confidence and moral support of the officers and patrons of 
the school." When he had to submit an essay as part of. hi s work for the 
certIficate, ~e chose to write on "Teaching." ' 

In addition to the farm and the school there was, of course, the 
church, whi ch, in the ea rl y days of immigrant settlements like Ho 11 and and 
Overisel, was of central concern for the entire community. The history of 
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the Overisel settlement is very similar to that of hte Holland colony. A 
group of 23 families, under the leadership of Rev, Seine Balks, left 
Helldoorn in the province of Overisel and eventually settled in an area they· 
first called Helldorn, but later named Overlsel. By contrast to Hol1and, 
the~dstor of the Overlsel congregation remained with his flock only until 
1851. Rev. Balks may, in fact, no longer have been in Overlsel when 
Egberdina arrived with her five children in the fall of that year. 

Perhaps it was the absence of a designated leader of the church which 
cOI,u-lbuted to the sense of responsibil ity for the church which seems to 

been strong among the people'of Overisel. Unable to find a replacement 
Pastor Bolks, the con\Jregation finall y asked that one of their elders, 
t Nykerk, become thei r mi ni ster. tiykerk, a middl e-aged farner recently 

ved from the Netherlands, thus became one of the first students in the 
land Academy and simultaneously he received his theological training from 

Dr. van Raalte. He was ordained and installed in the Overisel church in 
1858 by Dr. van Raalte and remained pastor of that church for well over 
forty years. Dr. van Raalte must have felt a special interest in Nykerk and 
:nay well have looked upon him as his spiritual son. Certainly this would 
help to accont for the remarkably close relationship which existed between 
thi s very small community and Hope ColI ege for the next forty or fifty 
years. 

Writing in 1916, on the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
.Overisel Reformed Church, Rev. Nykerk's son, Dr. John B. Nykerk, who himself 
served for more than fifty years on the Hope College faculty, reported to 
his old home church on this relationship: 

I have been asked by your committee to present, 
this evening, certain facts bearing on the relation 
between this church and liope College. To do this theme 
justice would require more time than I am warranted to 
occupy. I mi ght eul ogi ze and wax eloquent on what you 
did in the pioneer days of 'colohy life,' how, with. ox 
teams, you brought to Van VI eck Hall food and fuel in· 
abundance; how you assisted in clearing the campus, and. 
so helped to make it a 'thing of beauty' and 'a joy 
forever'; how generously you contributed to the 'Ebenezer 
fund' and were ever ready to give financial aid when 
required. Permit me, however, Simply to 'call the roll' 
of the dead and living that have gone out from this parish 
to attend the 'Pioneer School,' the Academy, The Preparatory 
School, and Hope College, all of these one institution in 
fact as well as in principle, and therefore within the 
scope of my address. I wi sh there were time to 
characterize the excellent vlOrk and influence these men 
and women have contributed to the world, for I knolv, or 
have known, them all, and it would require volumes to do 
adequate justice to .their careers. 

The total number sent by your church to this 
institution is one hundred thirty three (133). Three of 
these have become missionaries in the foreign field, 
ei ghteen have become mi ni sters of the gospel, nine were 
chosen as ministers wives, five chose to become doctors, 

i 
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one a nurse, two have become 1 awyers, some farmers, and 
bankers, many of ihem teachers--six of them taught or are 
teaching at Hope College, one of whom became college 
president. and one of whom taught in the Western 
Theological Seminary. What church would not be proud of 
s~ch a record?" 

Dr. Nykerk concluded by asking: . "Who can estilT1ate the boon that our 
loved institution has been and still is to Overisel, many of \·Ihose young 

and women \'Iould never have had a college training if it had not been for 
?" Conversely one might add that, in the early days, Hope College \'Ias 

1 aware of the valuable support given to the young institution by 
risel. Certainly Dr. van Raalte, who was a frequent visitor to Overisel 
to the Koll en home, must have known Gerrit si nce he \,as a boy and coul d 

expected to encourage Egberdi na to send her youngest son to the Academy 
n Holland. In any case, in the fall of 1862 Gerrit, aged nineteen and with 
year of successful teaChing behind him, enrolled in the college 

aratory program at Hope. 

It is not easy for us to reconstruct a picture of life in the Academy 
the Coll'ege during the six years Kollen spent there betlveen 1862 and 

868, but it must have been. considerably more stimulating and varied than 
s own terse miniature history suggests. Classes were very small indeed 

contact with teachers constant and demanding. In addition there was, 
example, the t~elophone Society, to \,hich Kollen was elected in October 

862. Members met weekly for formal debates and discussions on a wide range 
contemporary and philosophical topics for I,hich they I,ere expected to 

repare and members had to judge the performance of their peers on these 
·.v~,_a,ions. In February 1863 Kollen became 1 ibrarian of the society and in 

r of that year he was elected its president. 

The fall of 1863 al so saw the transfer of the Fraternal Society from 
ion College to Hope College and the establishment of the Hope Chapter. 
nutes of the t·1elophone Society for October 26 of that year record that, at 
s point, students of the "van Raalte College" were asked to resign as 
ive memb(!rs of t·lelophone so that they could enter the new collegiate 

fraternity. Kollen, of co~rse, remained i~ the society until the following 
year, \'Ihen he graduated from the Academy, entered College and joined the 
Fraternal Society. 

Gerrit's brief entries about life at home or at school during this 
early period of his life are frustrating enough. But what of the terse 
statement: "In 1865 went on a tour to Europe. This I enjoyed extremely 
well." Nothing more than that. He never seems to speak of this again, does 
not even mention it in the diaries he kept during his later European trips 
in 1906 and 1913. He does not, in fact, seem to have much of a historical 
memory. Yet he must have had a good time. Even now, a hundred years later, 
it is not all that common for a college student to spend a summer in Europe 
after concluding his freshman year •. Certainly, as ·hisclassmatewrites, it 
was· "at that iime considered among us quite a·famous trip." 

Stiil, we are perhaps inclined to look at things too much with the eyes 
of our own day. The Kollen family had left Europe less than fifteen years 
earlier and there must have been friends and relatives left in The 

,. 
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Netherlands. There were also fellow students, friends, teachers, and 
preachers who had come from the old country more recently. So the trip 
Gerrit took in 1865 might not have seemed all that unusual to him. His 

.brother John went there the following summer, fell in love with a girl whom 
he tried to bring back to America with him, failed to gain her father's 
consent, but went back again in the summer of 1867 to achieve the desired 
success. " 

Cl earl y, the Koll en famil y was not without means. In f~ct Gerrit was 
one of the few students at Hope College in his day "ho did not receive 
financial aid from the church, though the College catalogue for 1867-68 had 
him listed as a candidate for theology. He must, of course, have had some 
nterest in the field and, even before he entered college, he had 

'~~'~~,~ri~~ona 11 y preached sermons or conducted Sunday school cl asses. Yet hi s 
.( was primarily with the practical aspects of life and of religious 
. ief. When he was a student in the Academy he delivered a speech dealing 
with "The Dignity of Labor." 

The topic he chose for his college commencement salutatory in 1868 
related to Emigration, Colonization and the particular problems of the Dutch. 

lonization scheme in Virginia. Even when he preached"sermons, and we have 
te a few of them in English and in Dutch, going back to the time when he 

was sti 11 a teenager, these too seemed to deal mostl y with the pract ica 1 
applications of the Christian faith. His favorite themes were appeals for 

'or'ea:ter charity, for support of Christian education, and for help to 
grant settlers. 

When he graduated in June 1868, as one of five members of his class, 
Kallen was the only one who did not go on to study theology. Instead, he 
accepted a call to teach at the Overisel school, and he remained there 
. iI, three years later, he accepted the apppointment to teach at his alma 

During these three years as a teacher in Overisel, he seems to have 
himself quite thoroughly and he was certainly a key member of that 

community. His teaching must have been stimulating and, as he said in later 
years "he spoiled a num/ler of Overisel sons for farming." There can lJe no 
question that his influence contributed significantly to the record number 
of students from Overi sel who foll owed him to Hope Co 11 ege for many years to 
come. Dr. Nykerk, in fact, had been one of his students, as had been John 
Kleinheksel and Henry Boers who also served on the college faculty for many 
years. 

Once more we turn to Herman Borgers for a comment by a contemporary. 
Referring to the period at which Kollen's diary begins, he writes: "By this 
time his unqualified success as a teacher was in these regions a topic of 
daily and enthusiastic converse. It is true to have a "school" of one of 
our own boys, who is also a college graduate, to teach our own children was 
in those days indeed rare. And the common Overysseler was bright enough to 
take keen delight and just pride in the situation. The Overysseler, so far 
asI know, ,has never belled or discriminated against himself. The right 
kind of prophet seemed here to hilve but more honor .in his 'o\~n land and among 
his own kindred •••• (Kollen} by his personal and pedagogic enthusiasm 
enthused both scholars and parents, and brought the spirit of education into 
the Overyssel atmosphere as never before." 



48 

By January 18711, when Gerrit Kollen decided to start putting dO\1n a 
of his daily activities in the leather-bound diary he was certainly 3 

I-established young man. He had successfully finished a year and a half 
teaching, started an active young men's society in his church, and kept 

!1 contact \;ithfriends in Holland, Kalamazoo, Chicago and many other places. 
he 1i yed and tauybt ina very sma 11 country comnunity there is not 

about him which suggests a narrow pro"vincial schoolteacher. He lived 
home \'Ii t~ his mother, on the fa rm run by hi s brother Henry but, "as the 

ary shOlts, he was constantly on the go and more often than not spent the 
ght at a friend's house, or ended up inviting friends to stay at his home. 

vie can only guess at the relationship between Gerrit and his mother. 
rgers mentions the "generous help" she gave him \'/hile he \'las attending 
lege. Certainly Egberdina had reason to be proud of her children, and 
icularly of her youngest son who 'lias beginning to playa signi ficant 

e in the community. He, in turn, must have been quite content to stay 
, being free to come and go as' he pleased, and enjoying the comforts of 

ood home \'Iithout many of the responsibilities for it. Hhile he \'las fond 
his family and spent a gOOd deal of time visiting the homes of his 

rried sisters, brother John and other relatives, he apparently was in no 
y to establish a family of his own. He did not, in fact, do so until 

early ten years later. 

\lith this background ;n mind it would be " .. ell if we could nol'/ examine 
e diary in detail. Unfortunately time does not permit me to read more 
an a few of the entri es today. Huch of what Ko 11 en records is rout i nQ, 

he stayed. \vhom he visited, \vl1o preached and \'/hat he and his friends 
nd family \'Iere doing. Some of this is quite trivial but all of his 
tivities reflect an intelligent, concerned, eager, and intensely alive 
ng man "on the go." Perhaps the ~ost interesting entries are those 

July 5 and August 18 which he entitled "Journal of My Journey Hest. n 

e entry for the final day ends as follows: "So now I have returned from 
journey. Nothiny very special has happened during my absence." 

Read excerpts from the following~-time permitting: 

Jan. 17: it was difficult to get the school sufficiently warm 

Feb. 28: gift to preacher 

t1ay 10: Society presents him with saddl e and $30 

July 12: trip from Chicago to IO\'la - romantic? 

Ju 1 y 21: Pe 11 a - heat, beer and ice cream 

Aug. 10: Sioux City - land office - 11 - to ()naha with Mr. 
- Douglas - Chicago 

Aug. 26: A Hormser arrived "30 they go to meet van Raalte 

Nov. 2: van Raalte at the house 

Nov. 19 & 20: Marking books - giving them out 
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Nov. 24: speaking about female education to consistory 

Jan. l7t : 

a very rough and stormy and cold day it was 
sufficiently warm. 

Teaching. After sChool was the appointed time for presenting Dominie 
th a cutter, new harness and robe. 

I was elected spokesman. I first made a speech after which Dr. Nykerk 
lied and expressed his gratitude very appropriately. After this was 

pa!ssE!d, all the young folkS who numbered over 100 were invited in the house 
treated on coffee and cookies. Had a pleasant time. 

evening the 

This morning bid folks goodby. Called at De Bey's, Van Winde's and 
's. Went aboard the cars a quarter to eleven to set out for Burlington, 

'owa. Arrived there at about a quarter to seven. Today'! saw some of the 
most beautiful lands and extensive corn fields. For the first time, did I 

that majestic river, the father of rivers, the Mississippi. The bridge 
s it is a fine structure. When in Burlington I heard the pealing notes 

a sacred bell and found out that it called the young together for prayer. 
I went; and although but eight had convened out of the large number in this 
place who ought to have been present, yet we had a good time. I felt that 
there is reall y a union among Chri sti ans even when we are strangers to each 
'other. I stopped at the Barret House. ' 

July 21, Thursday: 

This morning De Pree and myself went to visit Mr. Die1eman who had 
1 ate1 y returned from the Netherl ands • 

Today De Pree's were 
and I begin to think that 
tea we returned to Pella. 

10. Wednesday: 

visited by Kuyper's folks. The day was very hot 
it is much warmer here than in Michigan. After 

In the evening we feasted on Beer and Ice Cream. 

This'morninglwent to the depot to see Mr. Blair, President of the 
Mis. R.R. who gave me a pass to Missour·i Valley; . After .that I went to the 
U.S. land office and bought me a quarter section of land in Sioux City, the 
Holland colony. At about 2 o'clock I left Sioux City for Council Bluffs, 
where I arrived in the evening. Put up at the Wyoming. Today I got 
acquainted with Hart Douglass who owns a 1000 acres of land in Nebraska. 
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August 26, Friday: 

This afternoon left again for Overisel. On my way home called at G. 
Lubbers and Van Der Kolks. When I arrived home heard that my friend A. 
Wormser and his sister had arrived this day from the Netherlands and that 
they had already been at our house. 

Taught as usual. This afternoon was visited by Rev. Kuyper, who 
with his daughters over to our house. After school we also found Dr. 

lte over to our house who had come to lecture for the Association. 
Uiterwyk and Moerdyk also had come to hear the lecture. We had a most 
excellent lecture. 

19 

was 
Van 
Rev. 

J. Hofman, J. Hoekje, G. J. Nykerk and myself marked all the books for 
Sunday School Library. 

Rev. Nykerk preached in the morning, in the afternoon being gone to 
Graafschap Woltering read. 

This evening was the first time we had our Library in working order. 
We have bought 256 volumes and the first evening already 170 have been given 

24, Thursday: 

Thanksgiven today. 

Heard Rev. Nykerk preach in the morning. In the afternoon had prayer 
meeting. In the ,evening. I was invited to attend the consistory meeting 

re they wished to speak about female education. I spoke.chiefly on 
systematic giving, the necessity of sending the girl s to school, and a union 
school. Was treated very nicely indeed. 

As you may remember, Kollen left his country school in 1871 to begin 
his career at Hope College which extended over the next ·forty years. His 

ntribution to the development of Hope College into an institution which 
could face the 20th century with confidence has been well recognized and 
obviously deserves much more attention than we can give it this afternoon. 
But I do want to pass on to you a b ri ef comment made by t~r. Mil ton Hoffman 

graduated from Hope in 1909 and went on to Oxford as Hope I s fi rst Rhodes 
Scholar. Writing in May of 1970 he said: "Dr. Kollen was, in a real sense, 

genius in his own right. He was not an intellectual ••• but in helping to 
lve a desperate problem with which Hope College was faced he had no equal; 

has there been ~nother .. like hjm." 

As I indicated at the beginning, the diaries which Kollen kept during 
his presidential years contain brief and tantalizing references to many 
important people whom he met over the years. It seems to me that among 
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these his contact with Andrew Carnegie is of particular importance to Kallen 
activities during the summer of 1913. The story beginsin 1905 when 
Carnegie had contrijuted $30,000 for the construction of a nel~ gj!l1nasiwn, 
I'lhich, until very recently, stood in the center of the Hope College campus. 

The fall 01;; ng summer Koll en attendeg a world church conference in 
land which, incidentally, gave him the opportunify to accept 'ari 

nvitation to have dinner with f~r. and f1rS. Carnegie at Skibo Castle. On 
ly 12, 1906 he recorded his impressions of that visit in his diary: 

This evening f4r. Carnegie sent his motor car for me. 
It was an im",ense auto. The chauffer said that it could make 
70 miles an hour. 

Arriving at Skib.o Castle, the door waiter told me 
that Mr. Carnegie I'las resting, as was his custom of doing 
before dinner, and that if I wished I might stroll through 
the place, visiting the lakes, swimming pool, etc. The bath 
house is large and perfectly luxurious. It is said to be 
the finest in the world. King Edward pronounced it so. 

After a little while an attendant in grand uniform 
played the bagpipe and some other instruments, and led the 
way to the magnificent dining hall. ~~r. Carnegie, accompany
ing one of the ladies, fol1owe; then came two other ladies and 
last [·1rs. Carnegie took my arm, and so we marched in to Efinner. 
I was seated at the right of Mrs. Carnegie. The dinner was most 
sumptuous, and served in grand style. 

After dinner, Mr. Carnegie showed me through his libraries 
and the drawing rooms. After which all went to the music hall, 
where there is a grand pipe organ, which was played by a skilled 
artist. The evening was spent in conversation and listening to 
some of the sweetest music. 

. . 
Not quite as impressivE, but perhaps ,more directly related to the 

bac:karOlmd to the events of the summer of 1913, were several later meetings 
between the tl,O men in New York. Here is Ko 11 en's di ary entry for Saturday, 
November 2, 1907. 

This morning called at the residence of Mr. Carnegie. 
tiro Bertram took me at once into t1r. Carnegie's library, 
where I was heartily welcomed. Mr. Bertram had evidently 
told him that he and I were the only private Americans who 
had been decorated by the Queen of the Netherl ands. ~Ie had 
a delightful conversation; ••• He invited me to come and see 
him whenever I come to the City. 

A fe~1 pages further, at the end of the little diary there is this note:· 
1908 - "Plans for increasing Hope's Endol..ment $200,000 - Mr. Carnegie has 
agreed to give $25,000 if I raise $100,000. And Mr. Bertram says he may do 

if I rai se more. 

An entry for February 6, 1909, records another encounter between Kallen 
Carnegie: 
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This morning called on Mr. Carnegie and presented him 
with the diminutive badge of the knighthood of Orange Nassau. 
He \~as very much pleased with it. He told me to tell my students 
that he and I were in a trust in this matter and that this was 
the only trust he was in. He presented me with his latest book, 
The Problems· of Today. He· told me to ·c~me and· see him whenever 
I wa sin town •. 

Andrew Carnegie had, of course, given funds to many other and larger 
ects. Among these was the Peace Palace in the Hague for \~hich he had 

ledged one million dollars. Quite possibly the knighthood bestowed upon 
m by Queen Wilhelmina came as a recognition of this generous gift. At 
st Dr. Kollen's daughter recalled that Carnegie had repeatedly told her 

that "it cost him one million dollars to receive that honor" and he 
uld jokingly ask "hO\~ much it had cost him." It seems that both Carnegie 

Kollen, who had been presented with the decoration in November 1906 "in 
ognition of his services in behalf of the descendants of the Hollanders 
America," were very pleased to belong to this elite order and that it may 

ave created a special bond between them. 

And here, I think, we find the main reason why Kollen wished to attend 
ceremonies connected with the opening of the Peace Palace scheduled for 

he summer of 1913. He took it for granted that the United States \~oul d be 
sked to send an official delegation. As a prominent Dutch-American figure 

considered himself well-qualified for inclusion in such a group. No 
oubt he expected that participation in the festivities honoring Carnegie 

uld give him the opportunity to talk informally with Carnegie about his 
.. fforts to raise additional endO\~ent funds for Hope College. 

In any case, Kollen made plans to travel to Europe in the summer of 
913. He accepted an invitation to attend the meetings of the Evangelical 

ld Alliance in Aberdeen in June and then set about trying to secure an 
ointment as a U.S. delegate to the dedication of the Peace Palace. 

Amed with letters of recommendation from the mayor of Holland and 
chigan's Senator William Alden Smith he proceeded to Washington on May 28. 

following day, accompanied by Congressman Carl Mapes, he had an 
nterview with the Secretary of State, William Jennings Bryan. We have no 

of their conversation but we have Kollen's diary entry which reads: 
He said that he thought favorably of the appointment and told his private 

retary to bring the matter to his attention on the morrow. Mr. Mapes 
id he would \~rite him a letter, and call on him again on next Monday. 

Satisfied, Kallen left for the home of his daughter in Jersey City 
ere, three days later, he received word from Congressman Mapes that "t'1r. 

's secretary had told him that Mr. B. had written a strong letter to 
dent Hi 1 son, recommending my appointment." Two days after that, on 
5,Kollen sai.led for Europe. The same day the following message from 

e Secretary of State was sent to Dr. Kallen at his Jersey City address: 

The President has appointed you one of the American 
Delegates [here the words 'without compensation' were 
written above the typed text] to the final International 
Opium Conference which assembles at the Hague July First. The 
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other .Ilmerican l}elegates are Doctor !1amilton Wright of the 
Department of Sta:e, and t-1r. Lloyd Bryce, American ~Iinister 
at tne Hague. Dr. Wri ght wi 11 be at the !1ague severa I days 
prior to the assembling of the Conference to consult with 
you and inform you of the object of the Conference. ,~n 
i nst ruct ion \'Ii 11 be sent to you a t Aberdeen." 

signed H. J. Bryan. 

Since Bryan's, letter did not reach nim in ~le\'1 Jersey, both a letter anrl 
a cable had been sent to Kollen at Aberdeen assuring him that 'actual and 
necessary expenses incidental to his duties would be met' and that Dr. 
Ivright would inform him as fully as possible about the objectives of the 
conference. He \vas requested to caole acceptance of the appointment. 
Kollen immediately replied: "Thankfully accept President's appointJ71ent as 
De 1 egate to O~i um Conference." 

The same day he \vrote to his daughter, "I am very much pleased I'iith the 
President's appointment. I may conclude to leave here before the closing of 
the conference in order to acquaint myself somewhat with the object of the 
meeting before it opens, as is suggested in the telegram from Sec. Bryan." 
Then he continued "I don't know whether this appointment will be considered 

,d substitute for the other or not. Of course this is e~ough honor in 
itself, and yet, on account of my connection vlith ~lr. Carnegie; I "lOuld be 

ghty glad, to secure the other also. But I shall have to await 
developments." The final paragraph of this letter shows that he also hopes 

contact Carnegie during his stay in Scotland. "This afternoon I must 
te to Mr. Bertram, finding out when it will be most proper and convenient 
visit Skibo Castle." 

Ko 11 en spent ten days in Aberdeen, '.vas elected to serve on the bus i ness 
ittee of the conference and presided over one of the sessions. But 

ao;nill'pntly there '.vas no chance for a meeting with Carnegie. When the 
(''''n'~rence ended on June 27, Kallen p romp tl y proceeded to The Hague. After 

ng a rom~ at the rather inexpensive Hotel Paulez, he went to call on the 
ric,an mi ni ster, I.ho invited him for 1 unch, and informed him 'that, the 
egat ion waul d be housed at the Hotel Oes lndes. ' So he moved and took, 

great glee in describing the comforts of his new; large room, with private 
bath, in his next letter to Estelle. 

Vii th the Second Internat i ona 1 C4J i um Conference about to open it may be 
ropriate to summarize the background to this meeting. In the autumn of 

the United States had approached several interested pm.ers to see about 
as,senm' ling an International Cmnmission of Inquiry to study the moral, 

entific, economic and diplomatic aspects of traffic in opium. Then, in 
n .... tnr."r of 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt called for the estaolishment 

International C4Jium Commission. This Commission of Inquiry met in 
i from February 1 to 26, 1909. Since the Commission could only make 

're(:ommerldations but not legislate, it was followed in September 1909 by the 
Orl)t)c.sal; made by President Taft', that an International Conference of 

nterested powers be called together in The Hague on this issue. 'As a 
sequence, representatives of twelve powers assembled in The Hague on 

1, 1911 for the first International Opium Conference. 
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Delegates to this First International Opium Conference, sitting until 
12, 1912, produced a draft convention. Article 23 of that 

~nnvp"tion stipulated that, in case not all nations named in Article 22 had 
the convention prior to December 31, 1912. the Netherlands government 
invite all signatory powers to the fi rst convention to a second 

on1'eren<:e, which also would be held in The Hague. 

On February 4, 1913 the Netherlands government sent notice to the U. S. 
pc:r'pl:;.ryof State that nine of the states had not signed the convention and 

, in compliance with the provisions of the first convention, the Dutch 
gn Minister, Mr. van Swinderen, intended to call for a Second 

:on1rerenc:e to meet in The Hague in June of 1913. The message was addressed 
11r. Knox, the outgoing Secretary of State. With the change of 
nistration it probably took some time before I~ilson's Secretary of 

, William Jennings Bryan, had the opportunity to become familiar with 
s particular question. In any case, the message was not acknowledged 
it March 11, 1913. 

Bryan's reply undoubtedly was a result of the conference he had on 
8 with Or. Hamilton Wright, who had served on the Shanghai Commission 

had also been a delegate to the First International Opium,Conference. 

On March 20 Wri ght saw President Wi 1 son and 1 ater he produced the fi rst 
raft of a message whi~h Bryan sent to Wilson and which the President 
ubmitted to Congress on April 21,1913. The message pointed to the 
ecessity of sending a delegation to The Hague and of providing funds for 

• The National Archives contains some 29 volumes of materials relating to 
• S. participation in Opium Commissions and Conferences between 1909 and 

; 913. There is no evidence, however, that, until Or. Kol1en happened to 
lk into Secretary Bryan's office on May 29, much thought had been given to 

composition of the group which would represent the U.S. at this 

Once he appeared on the scene, Gerrit Kollen was an obvious choice. He 
ing to. be in Europe anyway, so expenses would be minimal. He knew 

UUI;~fI and he represented both Middle America and the educational world. 
seemed to feel that the Conference would not have to deal with any 

'sulbstanlti ve matters and that therefore it was enough to have one man there 
was familiar with the issues. Or. Hamilton Wright, a patnoTogist who 

had been in the forefront of the movement for the suppression of 
international opium traffic for many years, certainly was well qualified to 

the delegation and to represent the interests of the United States. 

However accidental his appointment may have been initially, Kallen 
quickly proved to be a valuable addition to the American team, and probably 
to the conference itself. partly because he was well acquainted with the 
Dutch Foreign Minister, Jonkheer de Marees van Swinderen. Several years 
earl ier, in November 1906.when van Swinderen was Netherlands Minister in 

shington, he had visited Hope College to present Kollen with the Order of 
(Jr .• ncIP Nassau. He had been treated roya11 y and Hope Col1 ege had bestowed an 
honorary doctor of laws on him. Kallen had subsequently seen van SwindEiren 
.in Washington. After his arrival at The Hague Kallen promptly called on the 
Foreign Minister who told him how very pleased he had been when he heard of 
Kallen's appointment. 
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On July 1, Dr. Hamilton Wright arrived, bringing with him the necessary 
entials and instructions. The conference was opened that afternoon by 
Swinderen as honorary president, who greeted the delegates in the name 

Queen Wilhelmina. 

The main task before the conference was to consider ratification of the 
nvention of January 23, 1912. However, there seemed to be some concern 

how to deal with the powers which had thus far failed to subscribe to 
e convention. Hamilton Wright in his report to the State Department made 

ion of a "special resolution" drawn up by the delegations of Germany, 
, Great Britain, Russia, the United States and the Netherlands which 

ided the basis for the final agreements. He particularly stressed the 
nvaluable assistance of,the Nethe~ands Foreign Minister in this matter." 

We have no way of knowing what role Kollen played in the deliberations 
ich led to this agreement. But it is very possible that his presence 
ped to dispel van Swinderen's slight discouragement which had led the 

h Foreign Minister to conclude his opening address by expressing hope 
the delegates would be able to "turn aside the difficulties and 

stacles which threaten to arise." 

Kollen's letters to his daughter did not show a~y doubts or 
IJn,c"'"t~inties about work of the conference. On July 2nd he was del ighted to 

that he had been appointed to the Press Committee which would allow 
m to make use of his command of Dutch. He went on to describe in detail 
siting a Mission feast presided over by the Queen, and his busy round of 
her engagements, incl uding a 1 uncheon of the U. S.Delegates with the 
nese, Japanese, British and Siamese representatives and a July Fourth 

tag dinner at the JIroerican Legation. 

For Saturday, July 5, Mr. Cremer, the chairman of the Conference, and, 
ordi ng to Koll en a "very ri ch man," invited all of the conference 
icipants to be guests at his 1200-acre estate near Haarlem. Kollen was 

reatly impressed by gardens, villas, large automobiles and the almost 
redibl"e variety of fine foods offered. Perhaps more ·importantly his 

etter written the next. day reported: "Yesterday I saw a good deal of Mr. 
Swinderen. I rode with him in the train and also in the auto. Todayhe 

howed me a scrapbook containing a full account of his visit with us in 
chigan." 

That Sunday - after attending church - Kollen had lunch with van 
nderen. Hi s 1 etter noted: "my coll eagues on our del egat ion, Mr. Bryce 
Dr. Wright, were also there. And also the Austrian minister and his 

fe, a diplomat from London and his wife, yet another gentleman and two or 
ree more ladies," 

The conference did not meet Monday but the Tuesday July 8 session 
cluded a brief address by Kollen in which he expressed his great 
iSfaction with the spirit of·accord which had.marked the cOriference·and 
led attention to the efforts made by Christian missionaries towards 

ing out the evils of. drug traffic. Perhaps because he was on the press 
ttee or had made enough Dutch friends, Kollen's brief talk was given 
coverage by several papers. Late that afternoon Wright cabled to 
ngton: "Conference has just unanimously agreed to protocol of closure 
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be signed by powers represented. Shall ~Ie sign? Wright." The reply ~Ias 
ef: "Sign" Bryan. 

On July 9, the Conference closed with the usual round of complimentary 
rprn~I'<S about the hosts and pious hopes for the future. A few lines from 

e lengthy comments by the American minister may.be of interest because 
. suggest that Bryce, like Kallen, did see some connection between this 
nference and the opening of the Peace Palace. After giving high praise to 

role of The Hague as host to many'international gatherings he went on to 
ay: "Mr. Carnegie has just written me to say that he will be present at 

opening of the Peace Palace •••• Jt is my firm conviction that the Peace 
Corlfererlces held here have not been in vain.... In short, The Hague, by 

ring international cooperation along the line of beneficient 
egis1ation, is making the world a better, a happier, and a healthier place 

. human habitation. To this end the Opium Conference closing tonay has 
layed, in my opinion, no inSignificant part." 

After the conference ended, Kollen moved from the Hotel Des Indes, 
WIIllell charged 16 florins a day, back to the Grand Hotel Paulez, where his 

was only 4 florins. But he still was not quite certain how long he 
uld stay there. On July 13 he ~Irote: "On Friday I again saw t'lr. van 
nderen. He tells me that the invitations to the opening of the Peace 
ace are going to be limited almost exclusively to the Judges of the' 
itration Congress of whom there are three from each nation, making about 

, 40, if all should come •••• !f ! come to the conc1 usion that I stand no 
ce at all, then I may not stay for the event. Of course I can't as yet 

. udge this; and a great deal will depend on a letter which I expect to 
eive from r~r. Bertam ina day 01" t\~o." 

That letter came on July 16. "Today I received a letter from Mr. 
e stating that on the eighth or ninth of September he was expecting 

r presidents of universities of Scotland with their wives or daughters 
nct that he thought it \10uld be pl easant for me to be there at the same 
ime. But, he added, you will certainly be in The Hague at the opening of 

Peace P·alace when 1-IEO'can talk the .matter over." 

Determined to attend this event if at all possible, Kallen decided to 
in in the Netherlands throughout the rest of the summer. He had .a great 

ime visiting friends and relatives, seeing the countryside, meeting an 
1most constant stream of firnerican visitors and - sending long letters to 
is daughter reporting on the highlights of his experiences. On July 3 he 

"This morning I called on t1r. van Swinderen. He is going to try to 
secure an interview with me with the Queen. She is at present at her palace 

Het Loo." 

On August 9, Kollen celebrated his 70th birthday. He received quite a 
cards and letters from home, as well as the one letter he had so eagerly 

a~laited: "\-,hen I returned to the hotel I found an invitation in fine style 
awaiting .el I tan't tell you how surp~ised and glad I was! i really had 
little or no hope. 1 think it is largely owing to Mr. van $winderen •••• Of 
course this puts me among the few. I suppose this will mean a new silk hat! 
I would be willing to get twenty new silk hats for this opportunity." 
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Tne rest of the summer passed quickl y for Koll en. Fi nall y, on August 
he was a~le to I'wite: "For toni9ht I am invited to a reception for rlr. 

t·lrs. Carnegie at Minister Bryce's. Then, just think, for tomorrow 
ing at 7 P.M. I am invited to the government dinner at the Ridderzaal! 

t I did not expect." The next day he could report: "The reception last 
ght given by i·linister and,11rs. Bryce was a fine affair. I think there 
re 250. people present ... nearly all people in high positions, reprp.senting 
fferent nationalities .• Mr; and Mr~. Cremer were also there •••• Mr. 
rnegie was ve~y kind to me, also Mrs. Carnegie. He took me to a sofa, to 
t down a little Ivhile for a quiet talk. I think he is aging. He seemed 
red last night." 

The following day, August 28th, marked the official dedication of the 
Palace. The letter sent by the American '·linister to the Secretary of 

ate gives a gpod summary of the proceedings and mentions that "both on his 
proach to the Peace Palace and his return to the Legation, where he was a 

during his entire stay in the Hague~ Mr. Carnegie was the recipient of 
great popular demonstration." 

Kollen's letter to his daughter contains much of the same information 
also mentions that he was presented to the Queen and her consort, Prince 

ndrik, and that he had a pleasant little chat with her. He noted that he 
t back to his 'hotel after midnight and that hesl ept late the next 

ing. And then he added: "I am really glad it is all over with. But I 
d not have missed it for a great deal. I have repeatedly met and talked 

th Mr. and Mrs. Carnegie. You may tell people that I attended all the 
,prpm,onies in connection with the opening of the Peace Palace and that I was 

sen ted to the Queen." 

Clearly Kollen aChieved his objective of being invited to participate 
the celebrations connected with the opening of the Peace Palace and of 

ving the opportunity to spend time Ivith Andrew Carnegie. Things had gone 
better than he could possibly have hoped. In addition, Carnegie was 

ging him to be his guest again at Skibo Castle. But now that the great 
ent is over, Kollen had no desire to stay on in Europe. His last letters 

efore he sailed back to the .U. S. show that he was tired, lonely and 
ick. He even had moments I'Ihen he seemed to ask himself:; "Has it been 

rth the effort?" 

The Long sea voyage was probably all he needed to recover his 1 ife-long 
ergy, enthusiasm and optimism.' It may also have helped him to recognize 

1 significance in his appointment to the International Opium Conference 
ch initially had.seemed more of a means to an end than an end in itself. 

In any case, when he returned home to Michigan and was asked to talk about 
he experiences of the summer he decided to focus excl usivel yon the Ivork of 
e conference. Quoting from the final remarks of his friend van Swinderen 
expressed enthusiasm for the progress which had been made thus far and 

onfidence that before long the whole world would share in the work of 
wiping out the devastating effects of the international opium traffic. 

Gerrit Kollen died in 1915. It may be just as well that he is not 
alive today to see how little progress man has made in this field in the 
1 ast seventy years. But we may wonder what would have happened if he had 
lived longer. I think there is a good chance that the U. S. might have more 
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otent drug control la\'/s - and he lVould proba~l y have persuaded AndrelV 
rnegi e to make further contri but ions to the endowment of Hope Co 11 ege • 

• 


