
Suffering 
and Survival 

It is with a sense of fulfillment and gratitude that I introduce our readers to the 
words "Suffering and Survival, " shorthand title for a four-day conference held at 
Dordt College in the fall of 1990. "Suffering and Survival: The Netherlands, 
1940-1945" commemorated the 50th anniversary of the Nazi occupation of The 
Netherlands and the 45th anniversary of The Netherlands' liberation. 

The international exhibit on campus called "Anne Frank in the World, 1929-1945," 
was a grim reminder of the reality of the Holocaust. The exhibit was especially poig
nantfor our Jewish neighbors from Sioux City and Sioux Falls, who came in large 
numbers to quietly weep with us at the exhibit. 

The conference also included a USA-premier production of Suspended Sentence, 
a play by the Belgian playwrightJozef van Hoeck, directed by Verne Meyer; a col
lection of photographs taken inside a concentration camp and prints and drawings 
by German printmaker Kathe Kollwitz; and an organ recital by Joan Ringerwole, 
who peiformed such contemporary contrasts as "The Despair and Agony of Dachau" 
by PauiJ. Sif/er, and "Merck toch hoe sterck, con Varizioni" by Cor Kee. It closed 
with a moving service of healing and forgiveness, led by Louis Tamminga. 

Never to beforgotten were the oral histories, many told for theftrst time, by im
migrant men and women who lived through the Nazi occupation. Many stories told 
of privation, some told of death and narrow escapes, others offaith in God's won
drous care, and a few of comic situations. Yes, we laughed too. 

With this issue of Pro Rege we share a sample of speeches and lectures of the 
conference. Nicholas Knappers relates his personal experience from a pastoral 
perspective. Bert Hopman analyzes Dutch-American attitudes toward events in The 
Netherlands between 1935 and 1945. Harry Van Bellefocuses on the effects of the 
war on the Reformed Dutch in The Netherlands and Canada. Hopman and Van Belle 
were two of the presenters featured by the Association for the Advancement of Dutch
American Studies, which cooperated with Dordt's Humanities Division in sponsor
ing the conference. A third AADAS speaker, GerlofHoman, spoke of the Dutch Na
tional Socialists during the war. We also include an invited lecture about the CantJ
dian Army liberating The Netherlands by Michiel Horn. 

I trust that readers will ftnd in this issue of Pro Rege something of the scope and 
impact of "Suffering and Survival: The Netherlands, 1940-1945. " 

James Koldenhoven 
Dean of Humanities Division 
Chairman of the Suffering and Survival Committee 
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